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Lincoln  Memorabilia  Reaffirms 
Character  of  Great  Emancipator 
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By  KENNETH  WEAVER 

Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  dead 
for  almost  89  years,  but  he  still 
lives  for  some  people.  Like  Mrs. 
Ethelyn  Kelsey,  1522  Leesburg 
Road,  who  has  been  keeping  a 
scrapbook  of  clippings  and  pic- 
tures of  the  "Great  Emancipator" 
for  over  20  years. 

Residing  \vith  her  son,  Lowell, 
who  is  an  employe  of  the  General 
Electric  Co.,  Mrs.  Kelsey  began! 
the  scrapbook  when  her  father 
died.  She  has  saved  clippings  of 
clever  little  stories  about  the  Civil  | 
War  President  from  newspapers, 
church  newsletters  and  maga- 
zines, dating  as  far  back  as  1865. 

As  he  has  to  so  many  people, 
Lincoln  appeals  to  Mrs.  Kelsey  be- 
cause of  his  witty  and  humorous 
stories.  She  enjoys  the  homespun 
legends  that  have  gradually  grown 
up  about  the  man. 

There  is  I  he  story  told  by  Gen. 
Horace  Porter,  who  is  said  to 
have  known  Lincoln  well,  about 
the  time  the  President  came 
ashore  seasick  after  a  voyage. 
General  Grant,  greeting  the  Presi- 
dent, shook  his  hand  and  asked 
after  his  health. 

Lincoln  replied,  "I  am  in  very 
good  health,  but  I  do  not  feel  very 
comfortable  after  my  last  night  on' 
the  bay.  I  was  considerably  shaken 
up.  My  stomach  has  not  recovered 
from  the  effects."  t 

Seasick  Landlubbers 

Seeing  a  chance  to  make  a  hit, 
an  officer  suggested  that  Lincoln 
try  a  glass  of  wine.  Lincoln  then 
came  back  with.  "No,  my  friend, 
I  have  seen  too  many  fellows  sea- 
sick ashore  from  that  very  stuff." 

For  an  idea  of  Lincoln's  rules 
and  his  sense  of  humor,  we  offer 
this  little  tidbit :  Entering  t  h  e 
telegraph  office  of  the  War  De- 


partment, the  President  said  Sec- 
retary of  State  Seward,  "By  jings, 
governor,  we  are  here  at  last!" 

At  this  remark,  Seward  remon- 
strated Lincoln  with,  "Mr.  Presi- 
dent, where  did  you  learn  that 
inelegant  expression?" 

Lincoln  did  not  reply  to  Seward 


but  addressed  the  telegraph  opera- 
tors instead,  saying,  "Young 
gentlemen,  excuse  me  for  swear- 
ing before  you.  'by  jings'  is  swear- 
ing, for  my  good  old  mother  taught 
me  that  anything  that  had  a  'by' 
before  it  was  swearing." 
Secretary  Seward  once  said  he 


had  been  told  earlier  that  on  a 
street  crossing  Lincoln  had  been 
seen  to  turn  out  in  the  mud  to 
give  a  colored  woman  a  chance 
to  pass. 

"Yes,"  said  Lincoln,  "it  has 
been  a  rule  of  my  life  that  if 
people  would  not  turn  out  for  me 
I  would  turn  out  for  them.  Then 
you  avoid  collisions." 

Included  in  Mrs.  Kelsey's  scrap- 
book  is  a  newspaper  picture  of 
the  last  photograph  ever  taken  of 
the  "Great  Emancipator."  It  was 
taken  in  1864  when  Lincoln  com- 
missioned U.  S.  Grant  a  lieuten- 
ant-general and  put  him  in  su- 
preme command  of  the  Army. 

Another  story  relates  how  Lin- 
coln refused  a  chew  of  tobacco, 
a  cigar  and  a  drink  all  in  the 
same  day  from  a  Kentuckian  rid- 
ing in  a  stagecoach  with  him.  Dis- 
mounting from  the  coach  at  the 
end  of  the  journey,  the  Kentuckian 
stated  that  in  his  experiences  he 
had  found  "a  man  who  has  no 
vices  has  d-  d  few  virtues,"  Lincoln 
is  said  to  have  often  told  this 
anecdote  on  himself. 

Speaking  of  Lincoln's  witticisms, 
here's  a  rare  one:  "Two  men  were 
talking  one  day  about  how  long 
they  thought  a  man's  legs  ought 
to  be.  They  asked  President 
Lincoln.  He  replied,  "Well  I  never 
studied  a  man's  legs  very  much; 
but  I  always  supposed  they  ought 
to  be  long  enough  to  reach  from 
his  body  to  the  ground." 

Not  Always  Humorous 

But  Lincoln  was  not  always  tell- 
ing humorous  stories.  His  solemn 
and  serious  outlook  on  life  is  re- 
flected in  his  second  inaugural  ad- 
dress and  the  immortal  Gettys- 
burg Address.  In  his  Peoria,  111., 
(Continued  on  Page  35,  Column  If) 
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MEMENTO  OF  LINCOLN— Mrs.  Alice  Syphcrs,  of  730  West  Wild- 
wood  Ave.,  holds  an  illustrated  postal  card  given  her  some  40 
years  ago  in  Indianapolis  by  an  acquaintance,  Joseph  Christian, 
onetime  coachman  and  barber  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
card  (below)  shows  Christian,  Lincoln,  the  coach — with  Christian 
aboard — used  on  Lincoln's  last  ride  to  Ford's  Theater  and  a  razor 
used  by  Christian  to  shave  the  Great  Emancipator.  The  razor, 
according  to  a  legend  on  the  postal  card,  was  given  to  Christian 
in  1858  by  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  and  originally  was  owned  by  the 
Confederate  general's  grandfather.    (News-Sentinel  Photo) 


Lincoln 
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(Continued  from  Page  27) 


oration  on  Oct.  16,  1854,  six  years 
before  he  was  to  run  for  Presi- 
dent, he  stated,  "Stand  with  any- 
body that  stands  right,  and  part 
with  him  when  he  goes  wrong." 

His  wisdom  is  also  seen  in  the 
Cooper  Union  address  in  New 
York  City  cn  Feb.  27,  1860,  in 
which  he  said,  "Let  us  have  faith 
that  right  makes  right,  and  in  that 
faith  let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do 
our  duty  as  we  understand  it." 

Lincoln's  apparent  deep  faith,  al- 
though he  was  never  a  member  of 
any  church,  has  also  endeared 
him  in  the  hearts  of  a  grea*t  many 
persons.  He  once  said  of  the 
Bible: 

"Take  all  of  this  Book  upon  rea- 
son that  you  can,  and  the  balance 
on  faith,  and  you  will  live  and 
die  a  happier  man." 

William  H.  Herndon,  his  old  law 
partner,  once  stated  that  Lincoln 
read  less  and  thought  more  than 
any  other  man  of  his  sphere  in 
America.  He  revealed  that  the 
President  read  and  reread  a  few 
books,  however,  such  as  the  Bible, 
Shakespeare's  works  and  the 
poems  of  Burns  and  Hood. 

A  clipping  from  the  Fort  Wayne 
Gazette  of  April  15,  1865,  in  telling 
of  the  assassination  of  Lincoln, 
reads:  "Our  citizens  were  startled 
this  morning  by  the  terrible  an- 
nouncement in  the  .  .  .  dispatch 
from  Secretary  Stanton  that  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  Secretary  Seward 
were  assassinated  last  evening  at 
Washington.  We  cannot  now  com- 
ment on  this  dreadful  calamity  to 
the  country.  Every  loyal  heart  is 
bowed  in  sorrow,  and  a  profound 
gloom  envelops  the  land." 

Another  clipping  tells  of  a  pic- 
ture taken  of  Lincoln  by  a  Chicago 
photographer  when  he  was  nomin- 
ated for  the  Presidency.  After  one 
photograph  had  been  taken  with 
the  utmost  care,  Lincoln  ran  his 
fingers  through  his  hair  and 
wanted  another  taken  "not  so 
slicked  up."  This  same  story  re- 
lates how  Lincoln  began  growing 
a  beard  because  a  little  girl  wrote 
asking  him  to  do  so  as  to  "look 
nicer." 


